ID#: 23464

mAdult Def oPC Amest Clerk's Gase
aJuventie Def & Application for AFFIDAVIT - COMPLAINT 84 Coo M) =
PAGE 01 of & Agency ORt # ELOSTRTSC
1. Agancy Name: "2 Agency Report Numban uw—_
Florida Department of Corrections 2102033 L3 —— O spphonie
el Olenss | B ol A ! L T ey Oty emtod D oy
January 2021 - ‘ Ssnior Inspactor Jerry Basford
June 2021 | '
["& Defandant's Name (Lasd) T Migdiel TARE KL
Byrge Sara Ellen "Aralyn Stophons” |
nnﬁi 1 iim i 12, Rssidance Type: S 5 Weapon Solred | uwmu OVe Whe
| - B OutefStsts DYes @mwe |
16, Height |18 Wlght: Tﬁ.‘ﬁ-ﬁ‘——”r'i X | 90008, Unius physics ex (Locwr'on, type & dascription]
|  Blue ‘ Bro ) Unknown

(Fir) Daddlel ALAS EL L
S — T 58 Resideass Tyos | W WesponBeimd | 1. Conolied Subsiarcs Seleeet [ Ves o =
w 0 Fodida ‘ TYPE & QUANTITY:
| » Qo Jm_nmug_Lns_J;_ ; o
2 laght: ‘ 33 Whight: 1 S.EyeColor; | 35 HalrColor | 38 Scors marke. tsmoos, unious physics! ype & dercription)
|
57, Orivars Lisenes NumberBtmte: ""ﬁ.iddl-w‘hf‘ ‘Nymber | 20, Residentisl Talophone: 40, Businom Tekpbones:
8L Addross: [Sireet. Apartment Numberd : oy T o) o . B
"42 Defandant's Name: (Lest) ) ~iWiddis) ALIS a
M RecoBeoc | AEODewot@rte | 48 Resicence Type: —— T #7. Weapon Selzpd C.Muuld—m-llﬁ-: Yes [No
Do'v
WHeght 80. Welght: ii.!voeinr 2. Hair % uh;mm-%%ﬁﬁi" ) =
V4 Drivers Uoanes Nanbasins ‘smm T 66, Rasiderdial Telephone: T . Basinems Tolghens 1
|
B8 Addrees: Sweet, Apsrweet Nimberl Y - E— e -

Chergs Dascription: @ 1] 60. Stwnrto of Ovdinance Numbar; BEs
lm dcumlcmmwamm 844.47 (1)al1) Do
1. Chizags Dasoription: (8 1) R € Gatte or Ordinence Namber: T Res.
Ull-uﬁnllhodﬂumywmuhunndlvbﬂmna) $34.215 Qo
83 Charge Doscription: (# 1) o — T | 54 Btetuts or Owflrmnce Nusiber T RS
Imterferenca with Prisoners 94439 0o

"85, Victer's Nama: (f business, st loge] bsinoes neme] (Las) Tt (mcas! G MscofSex | 67, Date of Birtie 'ummi;
State of Florida }

"8 Coninet Pargon W victim |k decesssd, & mine! ehil, or busingss: (Las) [t (Middie) ““1&:.’;‘7{6-?.0-:4_ TZ Toopions Number:
Senlor Inspector Jarry Basford 850-718-8284

73. Addrost: [6treet, Aparneod Number (Gl “TBtaa] =) ” “I'itim.qn..ﬁ:...;-
501 8. Cathoun Street Talishassee Forida 32389 i

75 Yiofim Notificetion of Arrest: S IS —— —a— | 78 Infermation Givers OAmestinde |

Vietim Domestls

NOTFED BY: DATE: TIME: ' ] Rights Coret 0 App. Info O Viet, Info

. Evidence eolecind in this case? 70 Witnees Blatements Laken in this case?
] Owo BYes [INe

Evidancy Parson

Custodian's réeponsibie

Nomex for statamonts:

E 2 (MORE F TO BE A VALID AFFDA'



ID#: 23464

wAdut Dof o PC Amest Clork's Casa Ko

aJwenie Ouf » Aphcatonter AFFIDAVIT - COMPLAINT ——
(PROBABLE CAUSE NARRATIVE) m——
Agency Okt # ELOSTZTSC
Agancy Name: - Agency Repart | B2 Daseffime of Amest | 3. investigeting Officen
Florida Department of Corrections Number: Senior Inspactor Jerry Besford
2102933
84, NARRATIVE OF THE FACTUAL BASIS FOR PROBABLE CAUSE: The andersigred cartifies and swwers that hasihe has hust #ne resscriable grounds 1o balievs thee the raenod dok

i commit the Violasons of lew as statad abover and the factuus! basis far this batef is £ foflows:
Your Affiant is Senlor Inspactor Jerry Basford of the Office of the Inspactor General, Florida Department of Corrections.

Your Afflant has probabile cause to believe Correctionsl Officer Sara Ellen Byrge (“Officer Byrge”), in the County of Holmes and the
State of Florida, did commit two criminal offenses of Introduction of Contraband into & State Correctional Institution
(Communication), in viclation of s. 844.47 (1Ka){1) Fla. Stat., whan Officer Byrge did actuslly and intentionafly introduce, through
unsuthorized chennals, into the secure perimeter of a State Correctional Institution, electronically transmitted and/or recorded
communication, images, and videos to an lnmate. Probable cause also exists Officer Byrge did commit an additfanal two counts of
mmmmumnmmu-mwcmmm:mm.mma-.mmsmmmnomm
used an olectronic communication device to introduce contraband communication to an Inmate housed within a State Comectional
institution. Lastly, Officer Byrge committed the criminal offense of Interference with Prisoners, in violation of s. 944.39 Fla. Stat,
when Officer Byrge engaged in a personal relationship with an Inmate under tha supervision of the Florida Department of
Corrections, and while doing so allowed the Inmate to violata lswse of the State of Floride and rules of the Depertmant of Comrections.

Officar Byrge bogan her employment with the Florida Department of Corrections In or sbout July 2015 as a correctional officer at
Jackson Correctional institution. During her employment at Jackson Correctional Institution, Officer Byrge has worked in various
positions as a correctional officer. Officer Byrge Is currently assigned to the administrative shift as the institutions Administrative
uo-ungomur.nmgwommdmmugmnmmmmmmommwmapmmmmmmup
with Inmate Andre Stephens, DC# 485780 (“inmata Stepheans”}), while Inmate Stephens was Incarcarsted at Jackson Corrections)
Institution and assigned es s security orderly undar Officer Byrge's direct supervision. The relationship between Officer Byrge and
Inmate Stephens has continued following Inmata Stephens’ transfer from Jackson Comrectional Institution to Holmes Correctionsl

Institution.

While Inmate Stephens was housed at Jackson Correctional Institution, severs! incidents were noted by security staff that ralsed
suspicion about an existing inappropriate relationship between Officer Byrge and Inmate Stephens. On or about January 26, 2021,
Inmate Stephens was transferred to Holmes Corectionsl institution. Following his transfer to Holmes Correctional Institution,
suspicious mall wes intercepted to and from lnmste Stephens believed to be communication with Officer Byrge.

In January and February 2021, Inmate Staphens’ lawfully recordad telephone calls were reviswed. During telephone conversations
mmmm.hmm&cphoncmmmumﬂﬂw%bﬂgamwa.mlmoul.lam
Stephens’ mother tells Inmate Stephans about her receiving a card in the mail from Officer call, hmaote

mother Inmate with Officer Byrge's personal cellular telophone number and home address
. The address and telephone number provided by Inmate ens’ mother Is the same address
and telephone number on Officer Byrge’s employmant records with the Florida Department of Corrections.

On or about April 16, 2021, J-pay account [Ilves created in the name Aralyn Stephens and began frequent communication
with Inmate Stephens. J-pay s an slectric emaillike platform usad by inmates and thelr family and assoclates to communicate. The
unof.l-puybyd-llwmummhmuobnotumludmlmwimmm«ﬂm-ldlppmullonodndbym
institution’s warden. When email correspondences are transmitted through J-pay, J-pay captures the IP address of the device used
mtnnamltthom-uoo.Ahwuﬁyummlrmmndmdnmrnﬂmmnwbylnumuunnn
fovllommdhnlnanhhm-tmmmmJ-m,-wMPddnumwmmhum
mm,mmwwmm’uﬁcﬂmﬂmhbmuﬂonhrﬂulmmhomhgﬁamﬂerm\wn
obtained from Comcast. A subscriber of the account Is Brenda Proctor, Officer Byrge's mother. The service

orida driver’s license information indicates Ms. Proctor and Officer Byrge both

ICCOrG G 10 COMCRSE. 1hy

Lk

Based on the content of communication exchanged batween Inmate Staphens and the Aralyn Stephens J-pay sccount, coupled
with the location of the Internet seorvice used to tranamit messages being Officer Byrge's home sddress and the subscriber her
mother, Officer Byrge was Identified as the user of the Aralyn Stephens account.

Betwaen April 16, 2021 and June 14, 2021, Officer Byrge sent (133) messages to Inmate Stephens. During the same time, {184)
messages ware received by Officer Byrge from lamate Stephens. The content of the messages indicate Officer Byrge and Inmate
Stephens are engaged in a romantic relationship. Officer Byrpe and Inmate Stephans frequently discuss their future together and
how thelr Ife will be fellowing mmwmmmdammwwwmammhm

Through your Affipnt’s personal knowledge, school age dsughter. According to Officer Byrge's
publle Facebaok profile, her daughter's name Is During communication between Officer nmate
Stephens, Officer Byrge's child is frequently referred to as which corralates with the child’s middie name During

some J-pey correspondences, conventional mall, and telephone calis, Officer Byrge’s child communicstes personally with Inmate
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‘Stephens, Communication indicates Officer Byrge’s daughter is aware Officer Byrge and inmate Stephens are in a relationship, but
is not awars inmate Stephens Is an iInmate.

On April 21, 2021, Officer Byrge sent Inmate Staphans an image via J-pay. The image is of what appears to be an aduit hand holding
a child’s hand. The image has the text, “Missing You" and a red heart imposed over the wrist of the aduft’s arm,

On May 1, 2021, Officer Byrge sent Inmata Stephens an Image via J-pay. The image appears to be the legs and fest of a whita female
sitting pool side st a hotel. There is a young female is in the swimming pool Iooking at the camera. The young female’s face is
inctuded in the image and bears Iikeness to Officer Byrge’s daughter. Officer Byrge posted similar images on her public Facebook

profile near the time she sent inmate Stepheans the image,

On May 8, 2021, Officer Byrge sent inmate Stephans an image via J-pay. The image appears to be the left hand of a white female
with a ring on her ring finger. The included message Indicates sha received the ring for mother's day.

On May 22, 2021, Officer Byrge sent inmate Stephens an image via J-pay. The image is of the swimming ares at Biue Springs
Recreational Park near Marianna, Florida.

On May 27, 2021, Officer Byrge sent inmats Stephens an image via J-pay. The image ie of Officer Byrge's sleeping daughtar.

On June 11, 2021, Officer Byrge sent Inmate Staphens two images via J-pay. One Image Is of Officer Byrge and her daughter. The
second Image is of Officer Byrge's daughter with glasses imposed on the chlid’s face.

On Juns 12, 2021, Officer Byrge sent Inmate Stephens an image via J-pay. The image is of Officer Byrge's daughter and sppears to
be taken at a trampaoline pari.

Throughout communication between Officer Byrge and Inmate Staphens, Officer Byrge frequently references physicel
characteristics sbout Inmate Stephens' psrson. Conversation indicates some degree of a physical relationship occurred while Inmate
Stephens wis housad at Jackson Correctional Institution under Officer Byrge's supervision; however, the extsnt of that relationship
is undetermined, but it Is evident their physicsl contact was of » romantic nsture and far exceeding the purview appropriate

stafi/inmate contact.

in addition to the physical relationship, Officer Byrge and Inmate Stephens often discuss candy and other food items he recelved
from Officer Byrge.

J-pay communication indicated Officer Byrga and Inmata Ste waere 8 communicating on the telephons. The telephone numbaer
Cfficer Byrge provided on her fictitious J-pay account was querled In Global Tel Link [GTL), the contract

telecommunications company provider for the Florida Department of Corrections inmate telephons systsm. Between March 28,
2021 and June 13, 2021, (109) telephone calls were Identified betwean Officer Byrge and Inmate Staphens. On three occasions,
Inmate Stephens usad other inmate’s accounts to call Officer Byrge.

Contact was made with Jackson Correctional institution Warden Scott May (Warden May). Warden May advised Officer Byrge did
not disclose inmate Stephens as belng a relative or being in a personal relationship with this inmate, Warden May further advised
he had not received or approved any requests for communication or visits to any inmate(s) from Officer Byrge.

Based on the facts establishad through this investigation, Officer Byrge, despita har training and years of axperience as » correctional
officer, engaged in 8n unauthorized personal romantic relationship with an iInmeate under the care, custody and control of the Florida
Dapartment of Corrections, and under Officer Byrge's direct supervision. in an effort to maintain her unpermitted relationship,
Officer Byrge created and used a fictitious J-pay account to send unlawful contraband communication {written text and image) to
Inmate Stephens. Throughout their relationship, Officer Byrge has permitted Inmate Staphens to violate the polldles of the Florida
Deapartment of Corractions and tha laws of the State of Florida without fulfliling her lawful obligations as a correctional officer, thus

interfaring with the discipline and good conduct of inmate Stephens.

Your Affiant respectfully submits probable cause has been established that Corvectional Officer Sara Byrge did commit the eriminal
offense of Introduction of Contraband (Communication), in violation of s. 844.47 (1){a){1), Florida Statute when Officer Byrge did
actually and Intentionally introduce through unauthorized channels, electronically transmitted written and/or recorded
communication to an inmate, within the secure perimetar of a State Correctional Institution using J-pay, a8 means not approved for

staff communication with inmates.

Your Afflant respectfully submits probable cause has been established that Correctional Officer Sara Byrge did commit the criminal
offense of Introduction of Contraband (Communication), in vioiation of s. 844.47 (1){a}{1), Florida Statute when Officer Byrge did
actually and intentionally introduce through unauthorized channels, electronically transmitted written and/or recorded
communication (Digital Images) to an inmate, within the sscure parimeter of a State Comrectional Institution using J-pay. a means

not approved for staff communication with inmates.
Your Affiant respectfully submits probable cause has bean establishad that Corrsctional Officer Sara Byrge did commit the criminal

offense of Unlawful Use of a Two-way Communication Devics, In violation of s. 934.216 Fla. Stat., when Officer Byrge used an
electronic communication device to introducs alactronic contraband communicstion, images and videos to an inmate housed within

a State Correctional mstitution.
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Your Afflant respectfully submits probable cause has been established thst Corrections! Officer Sara Byrge did commit the eriminal
violation of Intesference with Prisoners, in violation of s. 844.39 Ra. Stat.. when Officer Byrge engaged In a romantic personal

ralstionship with an Inmate under the supervision of the Florids Department of Corrections, and while doing so allowed the inmate
to violate laws of the State of Florida and rules of the Department of Corrections,

Mmmummmmmum_luu_
for two counts of a violation of s. 844.47 (1)[a)(1), the laws relatsd Introducing contraband
mudeudon;mmdnﬁohﬂnndtms.ﬂummmm-nb-ﬁluudwmmum
count of a viclation of s. 544.39 the laws relsted to the interference with prisoners.
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WARRANT FOR ARREST

IN THE 14th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO ALL AND THE SINGULAR SHERIFFS OF
THIS STATE AND TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF THIS STATE

You are commanded to arrest

FL DL#

There is probable cause that Sara Ellen Byrge has committed crimes in Holmes County,
Florida, including the offense(s) Introduction of contraband into a State Correctional
Institution, to wit communication; Unlawful use of two way communication; and
Interference with prisoners. You are to bring her before me to answer a complaint charging
her with each of the following:

F.S.5. 944.47 (1)}{a)(1) Introduction of Contraband into a State Correctional Institution
(Communication) (2 counts)
F.S.S. 934.215 Unlawful use of a two-way communication device (2 counts)

F.S.S. 944.39 Interference with prisoners (1 counts)

Given under my hand and seal on the day of , 2021, in Holmes
County, Florida.

BAIL ENDORSEMENT

The defendant herein described and named shall have bail set in the amount of
To be set






